
 

Knowledge Building 
Physical Geography 

Physical geography also relates to features. Physical geography includes natural characteristics like mountains, rivers and trees; in other words, anything that is naturally occurring. Children should learn 
about how physical geography influences and impacts on the lives of people. 

 

ADVENTURERS 
Knowledge Building 

Processes and Changes Human Geography Physical Geography Geographical Vocabulary Location and Environments Similarities and Differences 
Know that places change over time and 

that there is often a range of evidence to 
show this 

Know some basic human geographical 
features in the focus area and describe 

them 

Know some basic physical geographical 
features in the focus area and describe 

them 

Know and understand simple 
vocabulary related to place 

Name and locate some key places in 
their own country and countries in the 

wider world 

Identify basic similarities and 
differences between a range of locations 

Skills Progression 
Geography Skills Adventurers 1 / Y3 Geography Skills Adventurers 2 / Y4 

Ge22 Ask and respond to questions to develop a sense of place  
Ge23 Collect and record evidence and begin to offer explanations  
Ge24 Investigate key aspects of human and physical geography  
Ge25 Explore places with different climate zones 
Ge26 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and the wider world  
Ge27 Identify similarities and differences between places and environments and understand how they are linked 
Ge28 Identify how the ways in which people live sometimes have consequences for the environment 
Ge29 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate their findings  
Ge30 Collect and analyse a range of data from simple fieldwork experiences  
Ge31 Use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales and draw simple maps and plans  
Ge32 Use ICT to help in geographical investigation 

Ge33 Ask and respond to geographical questions and offer their own ideas 
Ge34 Explore places with different climate zones and compare and describe how climate affects living things 
Ge35 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and the wider world 
Ge36 Observe and appreciate the relationship between the physical, built and economic and social environments 
Ge37 Identify how different ways in which people live around the world sometimes have consequences for the environment and the lives of others from 
local to global scales 
Ge38 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary in communicating findings  
Ge39 Employ a wider range of field work techniques and instruments to collect and analyse a range of data 
Ge40 Describe, compare and offer reasons for their views 
Ge41 Interpret information from different types of atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales  
Ge42 Use secondary sources of information and ICT as part of investigations 

 

NAVIGATORS 
Knowledge Building 

Processes and Changes Human Geography Physical Geography Geographical Vocabulary Location and Environments Similarities and Differences 
Know that places change over time and 

that there is often a range of evidence to 
show this 

Know some basic human geographical 
features in the focus area and describe 

them 

Know some basic physical geographical 
features in the focus area and describe 

them 

Know and understand simple 
vocabulary related to place 

Name and locate some key places in 
their own country and countries in the 

wider world 

Identify basic similarities and 
differences between a range of locations 

Skills Progression 

Geography Skills Navigators 1 / Y5 Geography Skills Navigators 2 / Y6 
Ge43 Ask suitable geographical questions leading to investigation 
Ge44 Investigate ways in which environments can be improved 
Ge45 Investigate using an increasing range of primary and secondary sources of information  
Ge46 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions  
Ge47 Identify a range of geographical processes that cause change in the physical and human world in different places 
Ge48 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate in a variety of ways  
Ge49 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a range of scales  
Ge50 Draw plans and maps at a variety of scales 
Ge51 Use the eight points of the compass   
Ge52 Use appropriate field work techniques and instruments to observe, measure and record human and physical features in the local area 

Ge53 Ask questions, explore, describe and explain geographical patterns, similarities, differences and physical and  human processes 
Ge54 Collect and record evidence independently 
Ge55 Investigate ways in which environments can be managed sustainably and why this is important now and in the future  
Ge56 Identify and explain different views that people, including themselves, hold about topical geographical issues 
Ge57 Observe and explain how human patterns are influenced by both human and physical features  
Ge58 Use and select primary and secondary sources of information and evidence, suggest conclusions and present findin gs in a variety of ways  
Ge59 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a range of scales, including four and six -figure grid references 
Ge60 Draw plans and maps at a variety of scales 
Ge61 Use and select appropriate ICT to help in geographical investigations  
Ge62 Use symbols and keys when sketching maps, plans and graphs 

 

End Goals 

Adventurers / LKS2 
Our aim in teaching geography in Adventurers is to equip pupils with knowledge of diverse places, people, resources, and natural and human environments. By the end of this phase, they should have an understanding of a wide range of physical and human features and processes, as well as being able to 
recognise and explain the interrelationship between location and environment. They should understand the difference between primary and secondary sources of evidence and recognise the role that fieldwork plays in contributing to the collection of primary evidence. Geographical vocabulary should 
include more specific and complex language which pupils are able to use appropriately and in context. Pupils should recognise and value interdependence through themes such as food, tourism and trade.  

Navigators / UKS2 
Our aim in teaching geography in Navigators is to deepen pupils’ understanding and appreciation of places and their importance to us, of our impact on them and how we can manage and develop them sustainably. By the end of the phase, pupils’ growing knowledge about the world they share with all life 
forms should help them to consolidate their understanding of interdependence, and the interaction between physical and human geography, landscapes, and environments. Pupils’ geographical knowledge, understanding and skills should provide a framework in explaining how the Earth’s features are 
shaped, interconnected and change over time, identifying and explaining patterns. They should also understand how the physical geography of a place influences the lives of its inhabitants. 



 

 
  Project 1 Project 2 Project 3 Project 4 Project 5 Project 6 Project 7 Project 8 
 
 

  Competency 
 

NC 
Essentials 

  
NC Essentials Competency 
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Know, 
compare and 

describe 
some 

physical 
geographical 
features in 
the wider 

world 

   Know some of the physical geographical 
features of Athens and Sparta 
 
Understand the ways in which the 
physical geography of Greece influenced 
how people lived 

Know and describe some physical 
features of the rainforest 
 
Know and understand the features of 
the different layers of the canopy 
  

Know about the variety of 
landscapes in France e.g. Mont 
blanc, the River Loire 
 
Know about the variety of 
landscapes in France and compare 
those with Canada 

 Know some of the physical 
geographical features of the African 
countries studied 
 
Describe and compare some of the 
physical geographical features of the 
African countries studied 

Knowledge and Skills Progression 

   Athens v Sparta 

As pupils learn about Ancient Greece, this is 
an opportunity to learn about how primary 
sources of geographical evidence (human 
geography) show changes over time. They 
will learn how urbanisation occurred in 
Athens, creating a wealthy trade centre, and 
about Sparta’s mountainous location and 
fertile soil, meaning it could be self-
sufficient. 
     To know the location of Greece 

Under the Canopy 

Through this thematic unit, pupils build on 
the meta-concepts of place, space and 
environment, focusing on 
interdependence, sustainability, and 
processes and changes in the tropical 
rainforest biome. They will further explore 
the relationship between proximity to the 
Equator and the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn with climate, and the resulting 
biodiversity. 
Concepts 
NC - Locate the world’s countries, 
concentrating environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 
NC - Identify the position and significant of 

latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime / Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 
    To learn about the tropical rainforest 
biome as an ecosystem 
 

Three Giant Steps 

Contrasting the UK, Europe (France) 
and the wider world (Canada), pupils 
will learn about the position and key 
features of each country. They will 
identify similarities and differences, 
further developing their vocabulary 
linked to place, space, location and 
interdependence. 
Concepts 
     To understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region or area of the 
United Kingdom (different from that 
taught at Key Stage 1), a region or 
area in a European country, and a 

region or area within North or South 
America (NC) 
     To locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities (NC) 
     To know about and identify the 
position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime / 
Greenwich Meridian and time zones 

(including day and night) (NC) 
To identify similarities and 
differences between Dover UK, 
France and Canada 

 Come fly with me. Africa 

In this unit, pupils’ learning is focused on 
Africa. First using globes to locate this 
specific continent, they then learn where 
the five largest countries of Africa are 
positioned on a map of Africa and learn 
some facts about these countries, 
understanding how the location of 
Africa, in relation to the equator, 
dictates its climate. Through an African 
food focus, they learn about its weather 
and the effects of the climate on the 
physical landscape, using problem-
solving skills to decide where would be 
best to grow certain foods. They also 
learn about seasonality and Fairtrade. 
Concepts 

NC - Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 
     To know the location of the continent 
of Africa and identify its largest countries 
     To know about some aspects of 
African culture 
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Know, 
compare and 

describe 
some 

physical 
geographical 
features in 
the wider 

world 

 Know some of  the physical geographical 
features in the focus locations 
 
Describe some of the physical geographical 
features of the locations studied 

  Know some of the physical geographical 
features in the focus locations e.g. Loch Ness 
(Scotland) 
 
Describe some of the physical geographical 
features of the countries studied and 
compare them  

Know where the Suez Canal is located and 
that it is a man-made waterway 
 
Know why the Suez Canal is important in 
terms of global trade 
 

  

Knowledge and Skills Progression 
 Out and About 

Pupils learn about space (counties) and place 
(cities) in the UK, looking at specific 
topographical features, such as mountains and 
rivers. They will analyse how features change 
over time and provide explanations, 
suggesting how (processes) and why such 
changes occur, making comparisons. They will 
develop their fieldwork skills, generating 
questions about the local area and recording 
information in appropriate ways. They will also 
become familiar with using the eight points of 
the compass and Ordnance Survey maps. 
Concepts 

A. To name and locate counties and cities 
of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts, rivers), and 
understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time (NC) 

B. To know and use the eight points of a 
compass, four-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world (NC) 

C. To recognise how and why places are 
similar to and different from other 
places in the same country and 
elsewhere in the world 

To use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies (NC) 

  Picture Our Planet 
Learning is centred around three contrasting 
localities:- Brazil, Scotland and Fiji, 
comparing physical and human features, 
traditions and customs and gaining an insight 
into how each country is tackling their own 
particular conservation issues. This helps 
pupils understand how human processes lead 
to physical changes e.g. deforestation. Pupils 
will also have the opportunity to look at a 
range of sources and evidence and make 
comparisons, developing an understanding 
of the interrelationship between location and 
environment. 
Concepts 
NC - Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South 
America 
A. To know some key facts about Brazil / 

Scotland / Fiji 
B. To know some of the physical features 

of Brazil / Scotland / Fiji 
C. To know some of the human features 

of Brazil / Scotland / Fiji 
A. To understand some of the traditions 

and customs of Brazil / Scotland / Fiji 
To understand how Brazil / Scotland / Fiji is 
tackling conservation issues 

Window on the World 
Pupils focus on land use in this study of 
settlement, looking at the physical 
features that make a location suitable for 
habitation. They then learn about trade 
links and the interdependence between 
countries importing and exporting, using 
the recent Suez Canal blockage to 
illustrate the importance of global trade. 
They also learn about captive breeding 
programmes and their importance in 
tackling the issue of vulnerability of some 
animal species in the wild. 
Concepts 
A. To describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 
including types of settlement and 
land use (NC) 

B. To describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including economic activity, trade 
links and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy and food 
(NC) 

To locate and study an environmental 
problem faced by different continents, 
concentrating on their location, 
environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, and countries  
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Understand 
how the 
physical 

geography of 
a place 

influences 
the lives of 

its 
inhabitants  

    Know where gas and oil come from and their most 
common uses 
 
Know that bean growth is linked to climate and 
give examples 

Know that, because there is very little land 
available to build in Hong Kong, there are 
lots of high-rise buildings 
 

Know how weather influences the 
inhabitants of Hong Kong – hot and humid 
during the summer, with typhoons and 
thunderstorms 

 Know which plants and animals are native to 
North America 
 
Know how the climate of different parts of North 
America affects the environment and living things 

Knowledge and Skills Progression 

    Full of Beans 
Learning about different energy sources 
and their origins leads pupils to further 
investigate global economic and trade links. 
They use maps and atlases as part of this 
process, and study a specific country’s 
development (physical appearance through 
human influence) as a result of its natural 
resources. 
Concepts 
NC - To describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, including 
distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 
     To learn about different types of beans 
     To know how and where in the world 
beans are grown and how to plan an 
experiment to grow beans 
     To know about different energy sources 
and where they come from 
     To learn more about non-renewable and 
renewable energy and the advantages and 
disadvantages of each source 
To learn how to save energy and 
understand the effect this will have on the 
environment (local / national / global level) 

Been Around the World 
Pupils will explore the links between 
the UK and Hong Kong by studying 
location, key features and physical 
geography.  
They will also look at why people live 
or move to either location and they 
will also study the differences in both 
the UK and Hong Kong’s approaches 
to animal conservation. 
 
 

 Come Fly With Me! America 
Pupils’ learning is focused on North and 
Central America, building on prior learning 
about the Arctic Circle and Canada, and setting 
the geographical and cultural contexts for 
learning about the American Civil War and the 

rise of enforced racial segregation in the Deep 
South. They learn about human and physical 
landmarks and their significance.  
As well as addressing any fundamental 
misconceptions about continents, countries 
and, in this case, states, pupils also learn about 
the varied topography and climate zones of 

America and resulting impacts on the 
environment.  
Concepts 
NC - Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features  studied 
NC - Locate the world’s countries, 

concentrating environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 
     To be able to locate North and Central 
America, including some of the different 
countries and states 
     To know about the weather and climate of 

North and Central America 
     To identify the famous landmarks of North 
America, both physical and human 
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Understand 
how the 
physical 

geography of 
a place 

influences 
the lives of 

its 
inhabitants  

  Know how the physical 
geography of your locality 
contributes to the life of the 
community e.g. tourism 
 
Know how the physical 
geography of your locality (e.g. 
hills, rivers) impacts on buildings 
and infrastructure 

Know that the desire 
for land is a common 
cause of war between 
countries 
 
Explain how the 
physical geography of 
some of the areas 
studied might make 
them attractive to 
potential invaders 

Know that factors such as 
landscape and climate 
can affect pollution levels 
within a locality 
 
Explain how physical 
geography might make 
people more, or less, 
susceptible to high levels 
of pollution 

Know some of the ways that the landscape affects 
communities living in the Himalayas 
 
Know that there are different makeups of soil and what 
these differences mean to e.g. farmers (growing crops) 
or builders  
 

Know that much of 
Egypt is desert, but the 
area around the River 
Nile is fertile 
 
Explain the 3 land 
conditions produced by 
the River Nile before 
the Aswan Dam was 
built 

Know that, during the 
apartheid era in South 
Africa, non-white people 
were sent to the 
‘homeland’ areas 
 
Know that the landscape 
(e.g. little rainfall, rocky 
ground) of the homelands 
adversely affected the 
lives of its inhabitants 

Knowledge and Skills Progression 

  Time Team 
This is a multi-disciplinary study of 
the local area. The geography 
aspect includes a focus on 
geographical processes and 
changes, linking with a historical 

disciplinary focus on continuity and 
change and helps pupils 
understand how the events of 
history help shape a locality. They 
also further develop their mapping 
skills as part of this project. 
Concepts 
NC -To use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record human and 
physical features in the local area  
using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 
    To locate and name five key 
landmarks in the local area using 
maps and plans 

     To learn about the five key 
landmarks, using a variety of 
sources and asking relevant 
questions, discovering how they 
have changed over time 
     To use their recent learning to 
plan a tour of the area for their 
famous visitor from the past, 
explaining how it has changed over 
time. 
     To know how to apply their 
knowledge when giving a guided 
tour of the local area 

Wars of the World 
As pupils learn about 
war, this is an 
opportunity to identify 
one of the reasons why 
the landscape and 
human geography 
might change over 
time. They will learn 
about borders and 
territory, as well as 
understanding how a 
country’s physical and 
human geography 
might make it 
attractive to invaders. 
 

Global Warning 
This thematic unit 
focuses mainly on 
processes and changes, 
exploring the link 
between waste and 
pollution. Pupils study 
the causes and effects of 
air pollution in different 
locations and how it 
effects the environment. 
They learn how aspects 
of trade, such as 
transportation and 
manufacturing, can be 
harmful to the 
environment. 
Concepts 
     To understand the 
meaning of the term 
‘pollution’ 
     To learn about water 
pollution and its effects 
     To learn about air 
pollution and its effects 
     To understand the link 
between waste and 
pollution 

In Your Element 
Pupils learn about physical features, such as mountains, 
and how they influence the lives of nearby communities. 
This links with rocks, soils and minerals, building on 
learning from science-focused unit, Rocky the Findosaur.  
Processes such as earthquakes and volcanic eruptions are 

studied, and flooding, linking to learning about the River 
Nile, along with other extreme weathers. 
Concepts 
NC - To name and locate countries and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their  
        identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills,  
        mountains, coasts, rivers), and understand how some 
of these aspects have changed over time 
NC - Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including distribution of natural  
        resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Earth 
     To name and locate main UK and world mountains 
     To learn about different types of rocks, soils and minerals 
     To learn about earthquakes 

Fire 
     To name and locate famous volcanoes, studying 
different types of volcanic material e.g. lava  

Water 
     To learn about tsunamis and their link with earthquakes 
     To name and locate main UK and world rivers and seas 
     To learn about the use of water in trade links 
     To learn about the distribution of water and water 
supplies e.g. drought, flooding 

Air 
     To learn about climate zones 
     To know the difference between a tornado, hurricane 
and cyclone 

Pharaoh Queen 
NC - To know about 
and identify the 
position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn  
 

“I Have a Dream…” 
As pupils learn about 
segregation in America 
and South Africa, this is 
an opportunity for them 
to understand how social 
and economic issues 
impact on human 
geography e.g. slums, 
overcrowding, with a 
clear visible distinction 
between the white and 
non-white areas during 
the apartheid era.  
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Ge22 Ask and respond to questions to develop a sense of place 

Ge23 Collect and record evidence and begin to offer explanations 

Ge24 Investigate key aspects of human and physical geography 

Ge25 Explore places with different climate zones

Ge26 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and the wider world

Ge27 Identify similarities and differences between places and environments and 

understand how they are linked

Ge28 Identify how the ways in which people live sometimes have consequences for the 

environment

Ge29 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate their findings

Ge30 Collect and analyse a range of data from simple fieldwork experiences 

Ge31 Use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales and draw simple maps and 

plans 

Ge32 Use ICT to help in geographical investigation

Ge33 Ask and respond to geographical questions and offer their own ideas

Ge34 Explore places with different climate zones and compare and describe how climate 

affects living things

Ge35 Identify where significant places are located in the UK, Europe and the wider world

Ge36 Observe and appreciate the relationship between the physical, built and economic 

and social environments

Ge37 Identify how different ways in which people live around the world sometimes have 

consequences for the environment and the lives of others from local to global scales

Ge38 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary in communicating findings 

Ge39 Employ a wider range of field work techniques and instruments to collect and analyse 

a range of data

Ge40 Describe, compare and offer reasons for their views

Ge41 Interpret information from different types of atlases, globes, maps and plans at a 

range of scales 

Ge42 Use secondary sources of information and ICT as part of investigations
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Ge43 Ask suitable geographical questions leading to investigation

Ge44 Investigate ways in which environments can be improved

Ge45 Investigate using an increasing range of primary and secondary sources of information 

Ge46 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 

Ge47 Identify a range of geographical processes that cause change in the physical and human 

world in different places

Ge48 Use appropriate geographical vocabulary to communicate in a variety of ways

Ge49 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a range of scales

Ge50 Draw plans and maps at a variety of scales

Ge51 Use the eight points of the compass  

Ge52 Use appropriate field work techniques and instruments to observe, measure and 

record human and physical features in the local area

Ge53 Ask questions, explore, describe and explain geographical patterns, similarities, 

differences and physical and human processes

Ge54 Collect and record evidence independently

Ge55 Investigate ways in which environments can be managed sustainably and why this is 

important now and in the future

Ge56 Identify and explain different views that people, including themselves, hold about 

topical geographical issues

Ge57 Observe and explain how human patterns are influenced by both human and physical 

features 

Ge58 Use and select primary and secondary sources of information and evidence, suggest 

conclusions and present findings in a variety of ways 

Ge59 Use atlases, globes, maps and digital /computer mapping at a range of scales, including 

four and six-figure grid references

Ge60 Draw plans and maps at a variety of scales

Ge61 Use and select appropriate ICT to help in geographical investigations 

Ge62 Use symbols and keys when sketching maps, plans and graphs



 

 


