
 

Greenleys Junior School 
Music Curriculum - skills, knowledge and progression map 2020-2021  

Music Curriculum Map 2020-2021 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

3 

Dragon scales 
Exploring pentatonic scales 

Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.3- listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory 
Mu.6- develop an understanding of the history of music 

Animal magic 
Exploring descriptive sounds 

Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.3- listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory 

Salt, pepper, vinegar, mustard 
Exploring singing games 

Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.2- improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
Mu.4- use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 
 

Skills 
 To sing in tune and pronounce words clearly 

 To sing songs from memory with accurate pitch 

 To maintain a simple part within a group 

 To play notes on instruments with care so they sound clear. 

 To perform with control and awareness of what others in the group are singing. 

 To describe the different purposes of music throughout history in other cultures 

 To sing in tune and pronounce words clearly 

 To sing songs from memory with accurate pitch 

 To maintain a simple part within a group 

 To play notes on instruments with care so they sound clear. 

 To perform with control and awareness of what others in the group are 
singing. 

 To recognise and create repeated patterns with a range of instruments. 

 To carefully choose, order, combine, and control sounds with awareness of 
their combined effect. 

 To describe music using the word tempo. 

 To use musical words to identify where my music works well and how it 
can be improved. 

 To listen to several layers of sound and talk about the effect on the mood 
and feelings. 

 To compose and perform melodies and songs (including use of ICT) 

 To sing in tune and pronounce words clearly 

 To sing songs from memory with accurate pitch 

 To maintain a simple part within a group 

 To compose and perform melodies and songs (including use of ICT) 

 To create accompaniments for my tunes. 

 To describe music using words such as duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo and 
texture. 

 To recognise how musical elements can be used together to compose music.  
 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 
Pitch, glockenspiel, percussion, pentatonic, scale, drone, 
rhythm, melody, pattern, conductor 

Pitch, tempo, dynamics, rhythm, percussion, notes, timbre, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, structure, compose, texture, 
melody, melodic, lyrics  



 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Prior Learning – skills progression 

 

KS1 
Performing  
 I take part in singing songs, following the tune well 

 I perform with others’, taking instructions from the leader. 

 I make and control long and short sounds using voices and instruments 

Composing 
 I carefully choose sounds to achieve an effect (including use of ICT) 

 I can create short musical patterns. 

 I create a sequence of long and short sounds 

 I create short rhythmic phrases 

 I show control when playing musical instruments so that they sound as they should 

 I use changes in pitch to communicate an idea 

Appraising 
 I can identify the beat in music 

 I recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and pitch 

Applying 
 I listen carefully and recall short rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

 I use my knowledge of dynamics, timbre and pitch to organize my music. 

 I know how sounds can be made and changed to suit a situation. 

 I make my own signs and symbols to make, record my music. 

 I know that music can be played or listened to for a variety of purposes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4 

Musicals 
(Singing, appraising and composing) 

Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.2- improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 

using the inter-related dimensions of music 
Mu.5- appreciate and understand a wide range of high-

quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

Mu.6- develop an understanding of the history of music 

Recorders 
(Reading music and performing) 

Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.4- use and understand staff and other musical notations 

African drumming 
(Performing rounds, understanding 

history and other cultures) 
Mu.3- listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory 
Mu.5- appreciate and understand a wide range of high-

quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

Mu.6- develop an understanding of the history of music 

Skills 
 To sing songs from memory with accurate pitch 

 To sing in tune and pronounce words clearly 

 To maintain a simple part within a group 

 To perform with control and awareness of what others in the group are singing 
or playing 

 To compose and perform melodies and songs 

 To create accompaniments for my tunes 

 To carefully choose, order, combine and control sounds with awareness of their 
combined effect. 

 To use musical words to identify where my music works well and how it can be 
improved. 

 To listen to several layers of sound and talk about the effect on the mood and 
feelings. 

 To recognise how musical elements can be used together to compose music. 

 To listen to several layers of sound and talk about the effect of mood and 
feelings. 

 To describe the different purposes of music throughout history and in other 
cultures. 

 To play notes on instruments with care so they sound clear. 

 To perform with control and awareness of what others in the group are 
singing or playing. 

 To recognise and create repeated patterns with a range of instruments. 

 To describe music using words such as duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo 
and texture. 

 To know how many beats in a minim, crochet and semibreve and 
recognise their symbols. 

 To know the symbol for a rest in music and use silence for effect in my 
music. 

 To use musical words to identify where my music works well and how it 
can be improved. 

 

 To perform with control and awareness of what others in the group are singing 
or playing. 

 To recognise and create repeated patterns with a range of instruments. 

 To describe music using words such as duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo and 
texture. 

 To maintain a simple part within a group. 

 To listen to several layers of sound and talk about the effect of mood and 
feelings. 

 To describe the different purposes of music throughout history and in other 
cultures. 

 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 
Pitch, melody, timbre, compose, rhythm, texture, dynamics, 
tempo, duration 

Minim, Crochet, Semibreve, Tempo, Duration, Dynamics 
Forte, Piano, recorder, note, sound, rhythm, beat, staff, 
score 

Djembe, Djun Djun, cyclic pattern, beat, improvisation, rhythm. 

Prior Learning – skills progression 



KS1 
Performing  

 I take part in singing songs, following the tune well 

 I perform with others’, taking instructions from the leader. 

 I make and control long and short sounds using voices and instruments 
Composing 

 I carefully choose sounds to achieve an effect (including use of ICT) 

 I can create short musical patterns. 

 I create a sequence of long and short sounds 

 I create short rhythmic phrases 

 I show control when playing musical instruments so that they sound as they should 

 I use changes in pitch to communicate an idea 
Appraising 

 I can identify the beat in music 

 I recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and pitch 
Applying 

 I listen carefully and recall short rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

 I use my knowledge of dynamics, timbre and pitch to organize my music. 

 I know how sounds can be made and changed to suit a situation. 

 I make my own signs and symbols to make, record my music. 
I know that music can be played or listened to for a variety of purposes 
 
Year 3 
Performing 

 I can sing songs from memory with accurate pitch 

 I sing in tune and pronounce words clearly 

 I can maintain a simple part within a group 

 I play notes on instruments with care so they sound clear 

 I perform with control and awareness of what others in the group are singing or playing 
Composing 

 I compose and perform melodies and songs (including use of ICT) 

 I recognise and create repeated patterns with a range of instruments 

 I create accompaniments for my tunes 

 I carefully choose, order, combine and control sounds with awareness of their combined effect 
Appraising 

 I describe music using words such as duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo and texture 

 I use these words to identify where my music works well & how it can be improved 

 I listen to several layers of sound & talk about the effect on the mood & feelings 
Applying 

 I recognise how musical elements can be used together to compose music 

 I know how many beats in a minim, crotchet and semibreve & I recognise their symbols 

 I know the symbol for a rest in music, and use silence for effect in my music 



 I describe the different purposes of music throughout history and in other cultures 

 

 

5 

Song writing 
Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.2- improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 

using the inter-related dimensions of music 
Mu.6- develop an understanding of the history of music 

 

Journey into space 
Exploring sound sources 

Mu.2- improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
Mu.3- listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory 

 

 

Keyboard and music theory skills 
focusing on Waltz and film music 

Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.2- improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
Mu.4- use and understand staff and other musical notations 

Mu.5- appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

Mu.6- develop an understanding of the history of music 
Skills 

Performing 

 I sing in tune 

 I sing with a great degree of control  

 I perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of techniques I hold 
my part in a round 

 I perform songs in a way that reflects their meaning 

 I can sustain a drone or melodic ostinato to accompany singing 

 I can play an accompaniment on an instrument  
Composing 

 I create my own songs 

 I can create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and 
duration 

Appraising 

 I understand how lyrics reflect cultural context and social meaning 
Applying 

 I can combine sounds expressively 

 I create songs with an understanding of the relationship between lyrics 
and melody 

Performing 

 I perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of techniques I 
hold my part in a round 

 I can sustain a drone or melodic ostinato to accompany singing 

 I can play an accompaniment on an instrument  
Composing 
I can create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and 
duration 

 I know how to make creative use of the way sounds can be 
changed, organised and controlled (including use of ICT) 

 I create music, which reflects given intentions and uses notations 
as a support for performance 

Appraising 

 I have a range of words to help me describe music 
Applying 

 I can combine sounds expressively 

 

Performing 

 I perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of techniques I hold 
my part in a round 

 I perform songs in a way that reflects their meaning 
Composing 

 I know how to make creative use of the way sounds can be changed, 
organised and controlled (including use of ICT) 

 I can create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and 
duration 

 I create music, which reflects given intentions and uses notations as a 
support for performance 

Appraising 

 I have a range of words to help me describe music 

 I understand how lyrics reflect cultural context and social meaning 
Applying 

 I can combine sounds expressively 

 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 



Drone, ostinato, tempo, pitch, timbre, dynamics, rhythm, 
texture, structure, verse, chorus, introduction, solo, duet 

Pitch, clusters, electronic, duration, tempo, texture, 
timbre, dynamics, sustained, hard and soft attack, long 
decays, composition, melodic, rhythmic ostinatos,  

pitch, tempo, duration, timbre, dynamics, texture, waltz, 
leit motif, mickey mousing, bass, melody, sharp, flat, 
diegetic and non-diegetic sound.  

Prior Learning – skills progression 
Year 4 
Performing 

 I can sing songs from memory with accurate pitch 

 I sing in tune and pronounce words clearly 

 I can maintain a simple part within a group 

 I play notes on instruments with care so they sound clear 

 I perform with control and awareness of what others in the group are singing or playing 
Composing 

 I compose and perform melodies and songs (including use of ICT) 

 I recognise and create repeated patterns with a range of instruments 

 I create accompaniments for my tunes 

 I carefully choose, order, combine and control sounds with awareness of their combined effect 
Appraising 

 I describe music using words such as duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo and texture 

 I use these words to identify where my music works well & how it can be improved 

 I listen to several layers of sound & talk about the effect on the mood & feelings 
Applying 

 I recognise how musical elements can be used together to compose music 

 I know how many beats in a minim, crotchet and semibreve & I recognise their symbols 

 I know the symbol for a rest in music, & use silence for effect in my music 

 I describe the different purposes of music throughout history and in other cultures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Roundabout  
(Exploring rounds and singing) 

Mu.1- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Mu.6- develop an understanding of the history of music 

Gamelan 
 (exploring cyclic patterns) 

Mu.3- listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
Mu.5- appreciate and understand 
a wide range of high-quality live 
and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from 
great composers and musicians 

 

Digital music 
(Exploring sound 

sources) 
Mu.2- improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
Mu.4- use and 
understand staff and 
other musical notations 

Blues 
(Exploring lyrics and melody) 

Mu.2- improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Mu.6- develop an understanding of the history of music 
Mu.4- use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 

Skills 
Performing 

 I sing in tune 

 I sing with a great degree of control  

 I perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of techniques I hold 
my part in a round 

 I perform songs in a way that reflects their meaning 

 I can sustain a drone or melodic ostinato to accompany singing 
Composing 

 I can create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and 
duration 

 I identify where to place emphasis and accents in a song to create 
effects 

Appraising 

 I have a range of words to help me describe music 

 I understand how lyrics reflect cultural context and social meaning 
Applying 

 I can combine sounds expressively 

 I can draw a treble clef at the correct position on the stave 

Performing 

 I perform alone and in a group, 
displaying a variety of techniques I 
hold my part in a round 

 I can sustain a drone or melodic 
ostinato to accompany singing 

 I can play an accompaniment on an 
instrument  

Composing 

 I can create rhythmic patterns with 
an awareness of timbre and 
duration 

 I create music, which reflects given 
intentions and uses notations as a 
support for performance 

 I identify where to place emphasis 
and accents in a song to create 
effects 

Appraising 

 I have a range of words to help me 
describe music 

Applying 

 I can combine sounds expressively 

 

Performing 

 I can sustain a drone or 
melodic ostinato to 
accompany singing 

 I can play an 
accompaniment on an 
instrument  

Composing 

 I know how to make 
creative use of the way 
sounds can be changed, 
organised and controlled 
(including use of ICT) 

 I create my own songs 

 I can create rhythmic 
patterns with an 
awareness of timbre and 
duration 

Appraising 

 I have a range of words 
to help me describe 
music 

Applying 

 I can combine sounds 
expressively 

 I can read the musical 
stave and can work out 
the notes, EGBDF and 
FACE 

 

Performing 

 I sing in tune 

 I sing with a great degree of control  

 I perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of techniques I hold 
my part in a round 

 I perform songs in a way that reflects their meaning 

 I can sustain a drone or melodic ostinato to accompany singing 

 I can play an accompaniment on an instrument  
Composing 

 I know how to make creative use of the way sounds can be changed, 
organised and controlled (including use of ICT) 

 I create my own songs 

 I create music, which reflects given intentions and uses notations as a 
support for performance 

Appraising 

 I have a range of words to help me describe music 

 I understand how lyrics reflect cultural context and social meaning 
Applying 

 I can combine sounds expressively 

 I create songs with an understanding of the relationship between lyrics 
and melody 

 I know and use standard musical notation to indicate how many beats 
to play 

 I can read the musical stave and can work out the notes, EGBDF and 
FACE 

 I can draw a treble clef at the correct position on the stave 



Key vocabulary and Concepts 
Major, minor, beat, bass, drone, harmony, ostinato, chord, 
unison 

Cyclic pattern, improvisation, 
tempo, harmony, slendro, pelog, 
metallophone, tempo, 
conductor.  

Delay, sampler, 
processor, equaliser, 
timbre, loop, tone, 
sound module, 
manipulate, sequencer 

Scat, bop, swing, ostinato, chord, treble clef, stave, chord 
sequence, structure, improvisation, instrumental break. 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
Year 5 
Performing 

 I sing in tune 

 I sing with a great degree of control  

 I perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of techniques I hold my part in a round 

 I perform songs in a way that reflects their meaning 

 I can sustain a drone or melodic ostinato to accompany singing 

 I can play an accompaniment on an instrument  
Composing 

 I know how to make creative use of the way sounds can be changed, organised and controlled (including use of ICT) 

 I create my own songs 

 I can create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and duration 

 I create music, which reflects given intentions and uses notations as a support for performance 

 I identify where to place emphasis and accents in a song to create effects 
Appraising 

 I have a range of words to help me describe music 

 I understand how lyrics reflect cultural context and social meaning 
Applying 

 I can combine sounds expressively 

 I create songs with an understanding of the relationship between lyrics and melody 

 I know and use standard musical notation to indicate how many beats to play 

 I can read the musical stave and can work out the notes, EGBDF and FACE 

 I can draw a treble clef at the correct position on the stave 

 
 

 


