
 

Greenleys Junior School 
History Curriculum – skills, knowledge and progression map 2020-2021 
 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

3 

Stones and Bones 
(Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age) 

Hi.1- changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 Romans 
 

Hi.2- The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Skills 
 I understand that a time line can be divided into BC and AD 

 I can place events and people that I have studied onto a time line 

 I use words and phrases such as century, decade, before Christ, after, before, during to 
describe the passing of time 

I use evidence to describe:  

 houses and settlements; clothes, way of life and actions and uses of people in the past 

 buildings and their uses of people from the past 

 things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 what was important to people from the past 

 find out how any of the above may have changed during a time period 

 I give reasons why changes may have occurred 

 I use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, pictures, 
photographs to collect evidence about the past 

 I present my findings about the past using my speaking, writing, drama and drawing skills 

  I understand that a time line can be divided into BC and AD 

 I use words and phrases such as century, before Christ, after, before, during to 
describe the passing of time 

I use evidence to describe:  

 houses and settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and 
actions and uses of people in the past 

 buildings and their uses of people from the past 

 what was important to people from the past 

 show how the lives of rich and poor people from the past differed 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life 
today 

 I have looked at two versions of the same event in history and have identified 
differences in the accounts 

 I give reasons why there may be different accounts of history 

 I use the Internet, pictures, photographs, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to 
museums and galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence about the past 

 I present my findings about the past using my speaking, writing, maths, ICT, 
drama and drawing skills 

 

Key vocabulary and concepts 
Evidence, chronology  
History, timeline, BC/AD, Archaeologist         Bury          Fossil    Bones   
Stone Age    Bronze Age     Iron Age   Organic    Remains    Measure     
Record   Hunter         Gatherer     Nomadic / nomad     flint    tool    
knapping technique  Settlement      cave paintings    Stonehenge   Skara 
Brae    stone     bronze     iron    hill fort,   Excavate    Herbivore     
carnivore     predator, prey, research, Woolly mammoth         Mastodon          
Sabre toothed cat           Woolly rhino 
 

 Civilisation, culture, invasion, society, source, evidence 
BC, AD, Roman empire, emperor, invade, soldier, 
centurion, legion, mosaic, shield, fort, villa, Boudicca, 
Celts, Iceni, legion 

 



 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 

Key Knowledge 

 The Stone age period was thousands of years ago BC 

 People used to live in caves, before building simple houses 
using materials such as animal skins 

 To survive people were hunters and/or gatherers 

 There were different animals that are now extinct 

 Stonehenge is an ancient Stone age monument in Britain 
 

  Romans came from Rome, Italy and invaded Britain 

 The Celts lived in England before the Romans 

 Boudicca was a Celtic queen who led a rebellion 
against the Romans 

 The Romans introduced a lot of things we still use 
today (roads, toilets, heating) 

  

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 
 I understand the difference between things that happened in the past and the present. 

 I can put a few events or objects in order of when they happened. 

 I answer questions about events, using ‘before’ and ‘after’ to describe when something 
happened. 

 I can make comparisons between some aspects of life in different time periods 

 I can order events and people I have studied using a simple timeline 

 I have looked at books to help me find out about the past. 

 KS1 
 I understand the difference between things that happened in the past and the 

present. 

 I can put a few events or objects in order of when they happened. 

 I answer questions about events, using ‘before’ and ‘after’ to describe when 
something happened. 

 I have found out some facts about people long ago (before living memory). 

 I can say why people may have acted as they did. 

  I can make comparisons between some aspects of life in different time 
periods 

 I can order events and people I have studied using a simple timeline 
I have looked at books to help me find out about the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

Hot Chocolate 
(The Mayans) 

 

Hi.9- a non-European society that provides contrasts with 
British history 

Brief History of the European Union  
  (Britain’s place in the EU)  

Hi Pupils should be taught about an aspect of local history 

 

Powerful Pyramids 
(The Ancient Egyptians) 

 

Hi.7- The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when the first civilizations 

appeared and a depth study of one the Ancient 
Egyptians 

Skills 
 I understand that a time line can be divided into BC and AD 

 I can place events and people that I have studied onto a time line 

 I understand things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 I present my findings about the past using my speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, 
pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums and galleries 
and visits to sites to collect evidence about the past 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I can use evidence to describe what was important to people from the past 
 

 

 I can understand that a timeline can be divided into BC and AD 

 I can place events and people that I have studied onto a time line 

 I can use words and phrases such as century, decade, before Christ, after, 
before, during to describe the passing of time 

 I can use evidence to describe houses, settlements, culture and leisure 
activities: clothes, ways of life and actions and uses of people in the past 

 I can describe buildings from the past and their usage 

 I can explain what people believed in the past (attitudes & religion) 

 I can use evidence to describe what was important to people from the past 

 I can show how the lives differed between the rich and the poor 

 I can I can present my findings using drama and drawing skills 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 
civilisation, culture, society, source, evidence, chronology, 
monarchy, religion, community, royalty. 

civilisation, culture, society civilisation, society, source, evidence, chronology, 
monarchy, royalty. 
Pyramid, sphinx, tomb, explorer, archaeologist, ancient, 
ruins, mummy, mummification 

Key Knowledge 
 The Mayans lived between 1100BC and 1502 AD. 

 Mayans believed in sacrifice to please their gods. 

 The Mayans believed that people were created out of corn. 

 Mayans developed the number system, calendar and 
introduced many foods such as chocolate, chili and avocado. 

 The first European Union was formed by six countries 
in 1958 although it was not called 'European Union' then. 

 The United Kingdom left the union after 52% of the UK population 
voted to leave the community of the European Union in 2016. 

 The Nile was important for farming, transport and 
trade. 

 Pyramids were built to protect the bodies of their 
dead. 

 Tutankhamun was the youngest pharaoh at the age of 
9. 

 The dead people were mummified to preserve their 
bodies. 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 

 I understand the difference between things that happened in the past and the 
present. 

 I can put a few events or objects in order of when they happened. 

KS1 

 I understand the difference between things that happened in the past and 
the present. 

 

KS1 

 I understand the difference between things that happened in the 
past and the present. 

 I can put a few events or objects in order of when they happened. 



 I can make comparisons between some aspects of life in different time 
periods 

 I have looked at books to help me find out about the past 
 
Year 3 

 I understand that a time line can be divided into BC and AD 

 I can place events and people that I have studied onto a time line 

 I use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to 
museums and galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence about the past 

 Ks1 

 I can use words and phrases such as: now, yesterday, last week, 
recently, when I was younger, a long time ago, a very long time ago, 
before I was born, when my parents/carers were young. 

 I have found out some facts about people long ago (before living 
memory). 

 I can say why people may have acted as they did. 

  I can make comparisons between some aspects of life in different 
time periods 

 I can order events and people I have studied using a simple timeline 

 I have looked at books to help me find out about the past. 

 I have listened to and can recall stories about the past. 

 I ask questions about pictures from the past. 

 I ask questions about artefacts from the past 
 
Year 3 

 I can understand that a timeline can be divided into BC and AD 

 I can place events and people that I have studied onto a time line 

 I can use words and phrases such as century, decade, before Christ, 
after, before, during to describe the passing of time 

 I can use evidence to describe houses, settlements, culture and 
leisure activities: clothes, ways of life and actions and uses of people 
in the past 

 I can describe buildings from the past and their usage 

 I can explain what people believed in the past (attitudes & religion) 

 I can use evidence to describe what was important to people from 
the past 

 I can show how the lives differed between the rich and the poor 

 I can I can present my findings using drama and drawing skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

Disaster at Sea 
(Titanic) 

Hi Pupils should be taught about an aspect of local history 
Hi.6 Pupils should be taught a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 

extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
 

Wolverton (mainly a Geography topic). 
 

Hi.5 - a local history study 

 Pompeii  
(Volcanoes topic link) 

 

Invaders and Settlers  
(Saxons and Vikings) 

Hi.3- Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
Hi.4- the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 

England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

Skills 

 I can describe how the sinking of Titanic has changed history and changed 
laws around sea travel 

 I can describe how a number of errors in  judgment resulted in the sinking of 
the ship  

 I can describe the key person in history ( Captain Edward John Smith) 
 

 I can name the date of any significant event from the past that I have studied 
and place it on a time line 
I choose reliable sources of evidence to:  

 describe the houses, settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way 
of life and actions of people; buildings and their uses of people from the past 

 contrast the lives of the rich and poor people  

 I can describe similarities and differences between some people, events and 
objects I have studied 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life 
today 

 I have looked at different versions of the same event in history and have 
identified differences in the accounts 

 I give clear reasons why there may be different accounts of history 

 I ask questions about change, causes, similarity, difference and significance 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect 
life today 

 I can name the date of any significant event from the past that I have 
studied and place it on a time line 

 describe the houses, settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, 
way of life and actions of people; buildings and their uses of people from 
the past 
 

 I understand the difference between things that happened in the 
past and the present. 

 things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 I can describe some similarities and differences between some 
people, events and objects (artefacts) I have studied 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past 
affect life today 

 I can name the date of any significant event from the past that I have 
studied and place it on a time line 

 I have found out some facts about events that happened long ago 
(before living memory).  

 find out how any of the above may have changed during a time 
period 
 

 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 
culture, society, source, evidence, chronology 
 
Maiden voyage, passenger liner, maritime, immigrants, 
transatlantic, titanic, unsinkable, iceberg ,  
 
Causes, human features, evidence, industry, employment 

Society, evidence, civilisation civilisation, culture, Britain, occupation, society, 
source, evidence, chronology  

 
Saxons, Vikings, invasion, Britain, occupation, Roman 

Empire, Jutes, Frisians, 410, Dark Ages, 8th century, 793 
Invasion, monasteries, Lindisfarne, Danelaw, Kingdoms 

,Golden Age, Battle of Hastings, Norman Conquest, 
Civilisation, culture, invasion, society, source, evidence, 

chronology  

 



 
 

Key Knowledge 
 The Titanic had a significant impact on our history today due 

to changes made in the laws of sea travel. 

 The sinking of the Titanic could have been prevented – we will 
look into how human error led to the sinking of the ship. 

 We will look at reliable information, sources and articles about 
the Titanic and key people such as (Captain Edward John 
Smith). 

 To understand why changes may have occurred, backed up by 
evidence from research 

 To know how to describe some of the areas that are studied 
from the past and the impact these have on life today 

 To know how to ask questions about change, causes, 
similarity, difference to a local area over a period of time. 

   Identify differences and similarities between 
Viking and Anglo-Saxon life. 

 Explain how the Anglo-Saxons & the Vikings 
came to Britain. 

 Discuss causes and effects of historical events. 

 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 

 I have found out some facts about events that happened long ago (before living 
memory).  

  I can make comparisons between some aspects of life in different time periods 

 I know about significant historical places in the locality  

 I can order events and people I have studied using a simple timeline 

 I have looked at books to help me find out about the past. 

 I have listened to and can recall stories about the past. 
 
Year 3/4  
I use evidence to describe:  

 houses and settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and actions and 
uses of people in the past 

 show how the lives of rich and poor people from the past differed 

 I have looked at two versions of the same event in history and have identified differences 
in the accounts 

 I give reasons why there may be different accounts of history 

 I use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, 
pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums and galleries 
and visits to sites to collect evidence about the past 

 I suggest sources of evidence to help me answer questions 

 I present my findings about the past using my speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills 

KS1 

 I have found out some facts about events that happened long ago (before living 
memory).  

  I can make comparisons between some aspects of life in different time periods 
Year 3/4  
I use evidence to describe:  

 houses and settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and actions 
and uses of people in the past 

 show how the lives of rich and poor people from the past differed 

 I give reasons why there may be different accounts of history 
 

 

KS1 

 I understand the difference between things that happened in the 
past and the present. 

 things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 I can describe some similarities and differences between some 
people, events and objects (artefacts) I have studied 

Year 3/4 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past 
affect life today 

 I can name the date of any significant event from the past that I have 
studied and place it on a time line 

 I have found out some facts about events that happened long ago 
(before living memory).  

 find out how any of the above may have changed during a time 
period 

 

 



6 

We’ll meet again 
(WWII The Home Front) 

 

Hi.6- a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

Greeks, gods and games  
(Ancient Greeks) 

 

Hi.8-  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 
achievements and their influence on the western world 

 

Skills 
 I understand that a time line can be divided into periods 

 I can name the date of any significant event from the past that I have studied and place it 
on a time line 

 I choose reliable sources of evidence to describe the way of life and actions of people. 

 I can describe similarities and differences between some events and objects I have 
studied 

 I give my own reasons why changes may have occurred.  

 I can note connections, contrasts and trends over time and show some use of historical 
terms 

 I can make confident use of a variety of sources for independent research 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I understand that a time line can be divided into periods 

 I can describe the main changes in a period in history 

 I use words and phrases such as era, century, decade, BC, AD, after, before, to 
describe passing of time 

 I can describe the things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 I can describe what was important to people from the past 

 I can describe similarities and differences between some people, events and objects I 
have studied 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I choose reliable sources of evidence to describe the way of life and actions of people. 

 I give my own reasons why changes may have occurred. 

 I can make confident use of a variety of sources for independent research 

 

Key Vocabulary and Concepts 
invasion, source, chronology  
 

Nazi, allies, axis, neutrals, rationing, Blitzkrieg, Luftwaffe, 
incendiary, national, propaganda, Anderson, Morrison, 
evacuation 

Empire, rebellion, democracy, politics, religion, terrain, 
settlement, population, region, trade 
 

Archaeologist, city states (Polis), civilisation, climate, culture, 
democracy, empire, mythology, philosophy  

 

Key Knowledge 

 Key dates from the start to the end of World War Two.  

 Understanding which countries were involved in WW2 as part 
of the Allied, Axis and Neutral Powers. 

 What different types of shelter were used by people in World 
War Two. 

 To understand what it was like to be an evacuee. 

 To know why rationing was introduced and why it was 
important. 

 To know why codes were introduced and what the Enigma 
Machine. 

 

 Religion was very important in Ancient Greece. They 
believed in different gods and goddesses that were in 
charge of different parts of their lives, such as a god of the 
sea and a goddess of wisdom. Temples were built in their 
honour and they featured heavily in the stories of Greek 
mythology 

 In Athens, Greek styles of art, architecture, philosophy and 
theatre were developed - these helped shaped our modern 
society along with science, language and maths.  

 Athens had a democratic government – this means that the 
people who lived there made decisions by voting, like we do 
in Britain. 

 



 In Sparta, life was very different; all that was important was 
being able to defend Sparta in battle. 

 
They gave us:  

 Democracy - A form of government where the people elect 
(vote) for who they want to represent them. 

 Alphabet- the first two letters of the Greek alphabet are 
alpha and beta - which is where we get the word alphabet 
from. Letters from the Greek alphabet are also used in 
many mathematical and scientific equations. Many words 
we use today have their origins in Ancient Greece. 

 Theatre - the Ancient Greeks invented the idea of written 
drama performed by actors 

 The Olympics – An athletic event held by the Ancient 
Greeks every four years 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 

 I can name some things that happened to other people or events in living memory. 

 I can put a few events or objects in order of when they happened. 

 I answer questions about events, using ‘before’ and ‘after’ to describe when something 
happened. 

 I can say why people may have acted as they did. 

 I can recall facts about significant local people from the past 

 I can order events and people I have studied using a simple timeline 

 I have looked at books to help me find out about the past. 

 I ask questions about pictures from the past. 

 I ask questions about artefacts from the past 
 
Year 3/4 

 I can place events and people that I have studied onto a time line 
I use evidence to describe:  

 houses and settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and actions and 
uses of people in the past 

 buildings and their uses of people from the past 

 things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 what was important to people from the past 

 find out how any of the above may have changed during a time period 

 I give reasons why changes may have occurred 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I have looked at two versions of the same event in history and have identified differences 
in the accounts 

 I give reasons why there may be different accounts of history 

 I use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, 
pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums and galleries 

KS1 

 I understand the difference between things that happened in the past and the 
present. 

 I can put a few events or objects in order of when they happened. 

 I can use words and phrases such as: now, yesterday, last week, recently, when I was 
younger, a long time ago, a very long time ago, before I was born, when my 
parents/carers were young. 

 I have found out some facts about events that happened long ago (before living 
memory).  

 I answer questions about events, using ‘before’ and ‘after’ to describe when 
something happened. 

 I have found out some facts about people long ago (before living memory). 

 I can say why people may have acted as they did. 

  I can make comparisons between some aspects of life in different time periods  

 I can order events and people I have studied using a simple timeline 

 I have looked at books to help me find out about the past. 

 I have listened to and can recall stories about the past. 

 I ask questions about pictures from the past. 

 I ask questions about artefacts from the past 
 
Year 3/4  

 I understand that a time line can be divided into BC and AD 

 I can place events and people that I have studied onto a time line 

 I use words and phrases such as century, decade, before Christ, after, before, during 
to describe the passing of time 

I use evidence to describe:  

 houses and settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and actions 
and uses of people in the past 

 



and visits to sites to collect evidence about the past 

 I suggest sources of evidence to help me answer questions 

 I present my findings about the past using my speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills 

 I discuss the most appropriate way to present my information, which I realise is for an 
audience 

 
Year 5 

 understand that a time line can be divided into periods 

 I can describe the main changes in a period in history 

  I show on a time line, the changes that I have identified 

 I can name the date of any significant event from the past that I have studied and place it 
on a time line 

I choose reliable sources of evidence to:  

 describe the houses, settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and 
actions of people; buildings and their uses of people from the past 

 describe what was important to people from the past 

 I give my own reasons why changes may have occurred, backed up by evidence I have 
researched 

 I can describe similarities and differences between some people, events and objects I 
have studied 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I have looked at different versions of the same event in history and have identified 
differences in the accounts 

 I give clear reasons why there may be different accounts of history 

 I ask questions about change, causes, similarity, difference and significance 

 I choose the most appropriate way to present my information, which I realise is for an 
audience 

 buildings and their uses of people from the past 

 things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 what was important to people from the past 

 show how the lives of rich and poor people from the past differed 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, 
pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums and 
galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence about the past 

 I suggest sources of evidence to help me answer questions 

 I present my findings about the past using my speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama 
and drawing skills 
 

Year 5 

 I understand that a time line can be divided into periods 

 I can describe the main changes in a period in history 

 I use words and phrases such as era, century, decade, BC, AD, after, before, to 
describe passing of time 

 I can describe the things people believed in the past (attitudes and religion) 

 I can describe what was important to people from the past 

 I can describe similarities and differences between some people, events and objects I 
have studied 

 I can describe how some of the things I have studied from the past affect life today 

 I choose reliable sources of evidence to describe the way of life and actions of people. 

 I give my own reasons why changes may have occurred. 

 I can make confident use of a variety of sources for independent research 

 
 


