
  

Greenleys Junior School 
Geography Curriculum - skills, knowledge and progression map 2020-2021  

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

3 

Stones and Bones 
Stonehenge and Skara Brae- Settlements and 

mapping 
Ge.7- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied  

Rainforest 
 

Locational knowledge  
Ge.1 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South America 

Ge. 3- identify the position and significance of Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle 
Place knowledge  
Human and physical geography  
Ge.5 - describe and understand key aspects of:  

o physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts 

o  human geography, including: types of settlement and land 
use 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
Ge.7- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

 

The UK (Roman settlements)  
Gs.2-name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 

Digital mapping  
Ge.7- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 
use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

Skills 
Human and Physical Geography 
 I can describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement 

and land use 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 
 I can find the UK and its countries using digital mapping and describe 

features 
 

Locational Knowledge 
 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 
Human and Physical Geography 
 I can describe some aspects of physical geography e.g. climate zones; 

biomes and vegetation belts. 
 I can describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement 

and land use, economic activity including trade links, & the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 
 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about using digital 

mapping and describe features 
 I can use the (4) eight compass directions to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map 
 
 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 
 I can use the (4) eight compass directions to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map 
 I can read four-figure grid references, symbols and a key on a map 
 I can make sketch maps of human and physical features in the local area 
 



 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 
Settlement 
Skara Brae, Stonehenge, hill fort       

Climate, continent, environment, development 
Rainforest, layers, forest floor, understorey, canopy, 
emergent layer, weather, climate, rainfall, humid, 
deforestation, continent, ocean, equator, tropic of Cancer 
and Capricorn, tribe 

Country, UK, England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, 
London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast, human, physical 
features, maps, compass points, grid references 

Key Knowledge 
 To know that Skara Brae was a Stone age settlement in 

Scotland 

 To know that Stonehenge is an ancient Stone Age 
monument in England 

 

 To know that rainforests are located around the equator 

 To know there are four layers of the rainforest 

 To know the climate of a rainforest 

 To know some animals that live in the rainforest 

 To understand what deforestation is and what problems it’s 
causing 

 To know that there are four countries in the UK and what 
they are called. 

 To know the capital cities of the UK 

 To know some human and physical features of the UK 
 To follow a map and to use 4 figure grid references 

 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can identify landmarks on a plan or aerial photograph 

KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the world’s seven continents 
Human and Physical Geography 

 I can identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK   

 I can locate hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and North and 
South poles 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about on a map, globe and in 
an atlas 

 

KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK 
Human and Physical Geography 

 I use geographical words for physical features  

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find the UK and its countries on a map, globe and in an atlas 

 I can use the four compass directions: N, S, E and W to describe the location of 
features and routes on a map 

 I can use locational and directional language 

 I can identify landmarks and basic human and physical features on a plan or aerial 
photograph 

 I can create a simple map of my own with a simple key 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4 

Mapping  
(Linked to Mayans civilisation)  

Ge.6- describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 
and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 

and water 

Europe  
Ge.1- locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe  

Ge.4- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country 

Settlements 
(The River Nile)  

Ge.6- describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water 

Skills 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  

 I can name countries I am learning about.  

 I can locate human and physical features within the countries that I am learning 
about.  

 I can name and locate major cities I am learning about 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
the UK and a European country. 

 I can describe some aspects of human geography. 

Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 
continent, resources, settlement, population, trade 
 
Civilisation, culture, society, source, evidence, chronology,  
democracy, politics, religion,  royalty Mayans gods 
inventions calendar life changing 

Climate, continent, landform settlement, population, region 
 
Continent, landmass, North, East, South, West, Europe, 
European Union, Brexit, capital, landmark, feature, human, 
physical, grid reference, currency, similarity, difference. 

Civilisation, culture, society, pyramids, Sphinx, tomb, 
continent, equator, landmark, natural feature  

Key Knowledge 
 Where in the world were the Mayans from (continent) 

 To know that the equator runs around the world 

 To name and locate some of the countries the Mayas were 
from 

 Where in the world Europe is located. 

 Names of European countries and their capital cities. 

 Difference between human and physical features. 

 Names and locations human and physical features in 
different European countries. 

 Identify similarities and differences between the UK and 
European countries. 

 Which continent Egypt is in 

 Which countries are nearby 

 Human landmarks created by Egyptians 

 The importance of the River Nile 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the world’s seven continents 

 I can name and locate the world’s five oceans   

 I can name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK 

 I can name and locate the seas surrounding the UK 
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences 
between a small area of the UK and a non-European country 

KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the world’s seven continents 

 I can name and locate the world’s five oceans   
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
a small area of the UK and a non-European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I use geographical words for physical features  

KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the world’s seven continents 

 I can name and locate the world’s five oceans   
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences 
between a small area of the UK and a non-European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I use geographical words for physical features  



Human and Physical Geography 

 I use geographical words for physical features  

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find the UK and its countries on a map, globe and in an atlas 

 I can use locational and directional language 
 

Year 3 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  
Human and Physical Geography 

 I can describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, & the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find the UK and its countries using digital mapping and describe features 

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find the UK and its countries on a map, globe and in an atlas 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about on a map, globe and in 
an atlas 

 
Year 3 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
the UK and a European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, & the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about using digital mapping 
and describe features 

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find the UK and its countries on a map, globe and in an atlas 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about on a map, globe and 
in an atlas 

  
Year 3 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences 
between the UK and a European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, & the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about using digital 
mapping and describe features 
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Comparing Urban and Rural  
Ge.6- describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land use. 
Ge.8- use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps 

Disaster at Sea! 
(Titanic)  

Ge2/1.1c    identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night) 

 
Ge2/1.4a    use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied.  
 

Extreme Earth  
(Mountains and volcanoes)  

Ge.5- escribe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 

Invaders and Settlers 
Early British Kingdoms/ European countries 

Ge.1- locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major 

cities  

Skills 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries of the World 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics of countries 

 I can discuss how some key feature and land-use patterns have changed over time 
 

Locational Knowledge 

 I can locate human and physical characteristics of countries  

 I can locate land-use patterns of countries 

 I can discuss how some key feature and land-use patterns have changed over time 
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
the UK and another country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can accurately describe some aspects of physical geography e.g. climate zones; 
biomes and vegetation belts; rivers; mountains; volcanoes and earthquakes and the 
water cycle 

Locational Knowledge 

 I can locate human and physical characteristics of countries  

 I can locate land-use patterns of countries 

 I can discuss how some key feature and land-use patterns have changed over time 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 
 I can find countries, continents and oceans using digital mapping and 

describe features 
Place Knowledge 
 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and 

differences between the UK and another country 
Human and Physical Geography 
 I can accurately describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of 

settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

Key Vocabulary and Concepts 

continent, population, map skills 
 

Maiden Voyage, passenger liner, maritime, immigrants, 
transatlantic, titanic, unsinkable, ice berg 

continent, oceans, atlas, maps 

Mountains ranges, environments, formation, magma, lava, 
magma chamber, main vents, pressure, temperature, 
Pompeii, Italy, tectonic plates, oceans, climates. 

Climate, continent, landform, environment, sustainability, 
development 
Saxons, Vikings, invasion, Britain, occupation, Roman 
Empire, Jutes, Frisians, 410, Dark Ages, 8th century, 793 
Invasion, monasteries, Lindisfarne, Danelaw, Kingdoms 
,Golden Age, Battle of Hastings, Norman Conquest, 
Civilisation, culture, invasion, society, source, evidence, 
chronology  

Key Knowledge 



 Why was the Titanic so significant to our history? 

 What was life like on board the Titanic? 

 Why were so many lives lost on the ‘unsinkable’ Titanic? 

  How could this have been prevented? 

 Key people involved in the Titanic (Captain John Smith) 

 

 Identify human and physical characteristics of 
countries 

 Explain key features and land use to show changes 
over time 

 Describe  aspects of physical and human geography 
 
 

 Identify differences and similarities between Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon life. 

 Explain how the Anglo-Saxons & the Vikings came to 
Britain. 

 Discuss causes and effects of historical events. 

 The impact the invasions have had on England today 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK 
 
Year 3 & 4 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate land-use patterns in the countries I am learning about  

 I can name and locate cities of the UK 

 

 

KS1 
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
a small area of the UK and a non-European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I use geographical words for physical features  

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about on a map, globe and in 
an atlas 

 
Year 3 & 4 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
the UK and a European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can describe some aspects of physical geography e.g. climate zones; biomes and 
vegetation belts; rivers; mountains; volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle 

 I can describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, & the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

KS1 
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences 
between a small area of the UK and a non-European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I use geographical words for physical features  

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about on a map, globe 
and in an atlas 
 

Year 3 & 4 
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences 
between the UK and a European country 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about using digital 
mapping and describe features 
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Mapping  

(Linked to WWII- Mapping countries, capitals and ports) 
  

GE.7- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features studied 

Physical Geography of Greece  
Ge.7- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied 

Rivers  
Ge.4- understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, 
a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 

America 
Ge.5- describe and understand key aspects of physical geography 

Skills 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries of the World  
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans using digital mapping and describe 
features 

 

Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries of the World  

 I can name and locate major cities  
Human and Physical Geography 

 I can accurately describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate main rivers (in the world U.K.)   
 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can accurately describe some aspects of physical geography like rivers. 

Key vocabulary and Concepts 
continent, population, Nazi, allies, axis, neutrals, Luftwaffe, 
countries,  D-day, V-E Day, United Nations, Normandy, 
United Kingdom, Germany, United States, Dunkirk, France, 
Poland, invaded, Adolf Hitler, Winston Churchill, bombing, 
Royal Air Force, League of Nations, Pearl Harbor, Hiroshima 
– Japan, concentration camp, collaboration, Auschwitz, 
armistice, alliance, air-raid 

Mountainous, Athens, Sparta, climate, democracy, different 
states, mainland, Europe, borders, feud, Acropolis, 
Aegospotami River, Attica, civilisation, grew olives, grapes, 
figs and wheat 

River system, water cycle, erosion, ox-bow lake, source, 
meaner, confluence, delta, mountain, tributary, sediment, 
mouth, levee, channel, transport, deposition, stream, river, 
rivulet, estuary, pollution, evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation, run-off.   

Key Knowledge 

 To know the main counties involved in WWII 

 To name and locate the counties who were 
allies, axis and neutrals 

 To recognise which counties were the most 
effected.  

 To know where Greece is and what it is like 

 To understand the two most important cities in 
Ancient Greece and the feud between them 

 To know how the Ancient Greeks lived 

 What is a river system? 

 How are the different parts of a river characterised? 

 To name and locate rivers of the world. 

 What is the water cycle? 

 What are the consequences of river pollution? 
 How are rivers used for leisure? 

Prior Learning – skills progression 
KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the world’s seven continents 

 I can name and locate the world’s five oceans   

 I can name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find the UK and its countries on a map, globe and in an atlas 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about on a map, globe and 
in an atlas 

 I can use locational and directional language 
 

Year 3 & 4 

KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the world’s seven continents 

 I can name and locate the world’s five oceans   
Human and Physical Geography 

 I use geographical words for physical features  

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about on a map, globe and in 
an atlas 

 I can use locational and directional language 
 

KS1 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK 

 I can name and locate the seas surrounding the UK 
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences 
between a small area of the UK and a non-European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK   

 I use geographical words for physical features  

 I can use geographical words for human features 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 



Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find the UK and its countries using digital mapping and describe features 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about using digital mapping 
and describe features 

 
Year 5 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries of the World  
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans using digital mapping and describe 
features 

Year 3 & 4 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries I am learning about 

 I can name and locate major cities in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
the UK and a European country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, & the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans I have learnt about using digital mapping 
and describe features 

 
Year 5 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can name and locate countries of the World  

 I can name and locate major cities  

 I can locate human and physical characteristics of countries  
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences between 
the UK and another country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can accurately describe some aspects of human geography e.g. types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 I can find countries, continents and oceans using digital mapping and describe 
features 

 I can find the UK and its countries on a map, globe and in an atlas 
 
Year 3/4  
Locational Knowledge 

 I can locate human and physical characteristics in the countries I am learning about  

 I can locate land-use patterns in the countries I am learning about  

 I can name and locate cities of the UK 
Human and Physical Geography 

 I can describe some aspects of physical geography e.g. climate zones; biomes and 
vegetation belts; rivers; mountains; volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle 

 
Year 5 
Locational Knowledge 

 I can locate human and physical characteristics of countries  
Place Knowledge 

 I can talk about physical and human geographical similarities and differences 
between the UK and another country 

Human and Physical Geography 

 I can accurately describe some aspects of physical geography e.g. climate zones; 
biomes and vegetation belts; rivers; mountains; volcanoes and earthquakes and the 
water cycle 

 
 

 


